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In the division of tasks for design & construction of engineered structures the traditional
approach had the Project Design Engineer being liable for designing only for the in-service life
& intended use of the finished structure. This approach has been obsolete now for many years,
as evidenced by existing OHS / WHS regulation. This legislation requires Project Design
Engineers to consider the safety of their designs during foreseeable construction, maintenance,
operation and demolition activities, as well as in-service — but only in relation to workplaces.
Examples of successful prosecutions in Victoria demonstrate this. Designers ought to note that
they cannot contract out of those duties.

Similarly, the more recent emergence of Safety in Design (SiD) concepts & practice has
fortified this trend and obliges the Project Design Engineer also to take into account for safety’s
sake the materials selected, possible construction methods as well work methods for
maintenance, operation & demolition / dismantling / disposal, and consideration of available
knowledge about, & compliance with, relevant Codes and Standards. There are additional
implications from this for structural concrete designers.

Some as-yet untested liability implications from progressive collapse scenarios are also
discussed. Existing provisions in AS 3600 & Commentary are shown already to extend beyond
the basic design function to include verification of as-built construction as complying with
design requirements. The question is asked whether a design (drawings and specification) can
claim compliance with AS 3600 if it does not address conformance assessment and quality
verification.



