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Concrete and cement contribute 8% of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. In 2019,
Holcim was the first concrete company in Australia to publish an Environmental Product
Declaration (EPD) for its ready-mix concrete range of products, and then went on to be the first
to also provide carbon neutral ready-mix concrete. Its publication supports designers and
developers to drive improved sustainable procurement and materials selection, and kick started
a new wave of sustainability conversations to reduce the embodied carbon of concrete.

I will share my key insights and learnings from the last 5 years on low carbon and carbon
neutral ready-mix concrete, including:

1.

Understanding: Understand the key drivers for greater environmental transparency
within the concrete industry and how this will lead to more sustainable buildings.

Specifications: Understand how specifications for concrete need to change to allow and
encourage the use of lower carbon concrete.

Compare: Know how to analyse a concrete EPD and compare results to industry
benchmarks

Carbon Neutral Concrete: Insights from Australia's first carbon neutral ready-mix
concrete certified by the Australian Government's Climate Active program

Partnerships: How suppliers, customers, government and the wider industry must work
together to create the business case and mechanisms for the supply of lowest-cost,
carbon neutral concrete.



