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Conformity Assessment models continue to 
develop and the need for such models has 
never been so great in recent years due to 
the product scandals, structural failures and 
collapse of conventional structures. The cost 
of incidents may well end up far greater than 
the loss of market for manufacturers. It could 
take years to repair the damage to 
reputations and customer trust.

The Australasian certification scheme, 
developed by CARES for the Supply and 
Installation of Post-Tensioning Systems in 
Concrete Structures, was launched in May 
2021. CARES developed its new scheme 
following an approach from the Post-
Tensioning Institute of Australasia (PTIA) 
which represents a significant number of 
specialist contractors and suppliers locally. 
As a result of its long-standing relationship 
with the Australasian Certification Authority 
for Reinforcing and Structural Steels (ACRS), 
CARES was able to work closely with a range 
of stakeholders to develop the post-
tensioning scheme for this market.

The objective of the Scheme is to give 
confidence to purchasers of post-tensioned 
concrete structures that products comply with 
the appropriate specification - without the 
need to undertake separate verification. It 
involves the application of quality assurance 
principles to assess individual supplier's 
systems and, as appropriate, product testing 
to ensure their conformity with requirements 
set out in this Scheme and as appropriate, 
National or International product standards.

This paper describes a unique, approach to 
conformity assessment modelling for the 

entire supply chain from PT kit, duct, grout 
and strand production to onsite installation of 
complete PT systems ensuring best practise 
is adopted.


