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If there’s one partnership in my career that has given me great satisfaction, it is our forestry 
bridge works for DBCA. We have designed a modular kit bridge for them which is simple and 
low tech – a re-imagining the old timber bedlogs bridge design – which continues to be 
constructed at sites all over the state to provide access for fire and forestry services in remote 
and rural settings from Karratha to Walpole.   
However, the bridge constructed at Palings Rd Manjimup, is my favourite example of what 
can be achieved with great relationships, opportunity, and good design.  The Palings Road 
Manjimup Project began one day when discussing with the DBCA road and bridges co-
ordinator the need to replace an aging timber bridge in Manjimup with a single span 29m 
forestry bridge.  Later in the week I was up at Delta Precast doing a site inspection and asked 
about a sad looking single super tee that had been lying in the yard for 8 years. By connecting 
the two parties and with a bit of creativity, good design and innovation we were able to 
repurpose that beam into a single lane bridge for the people of Manjimup, with a reduced 
cost (beam and transport donated by Delta), using local contractors and putting 78T of 
concrete that would have eventually gone to landfill into service for another 100 years. A tick 
in every sustainability box!


