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The HB71 Reinforced Concrete 
Design (RCD) Handbook was first 
published in 1989, and the sixth 
edition has just been published. 

The new edition of HB71 includes 
updates to all sections and new 
sections to reflect the new sections 
in AS 3600:2018 and AS 3600:2018 
Sup 1: 2022.

In helping the CCAA rewrite the RCD 
Handbook to AS 3600: 2018, the 
knowledge of materials and design 
and detailing requirements for 
reinforced, prestressed and 
prefabricated concrete and teaching 
is substantial and ever-increasing. 

Information is required to help 
ensure efficient concrete designs are 
undertaken to reduce the risk of 
inadequate design practice and 
failures, particularly with larger 
structures, while reducing embodied 
carbon.

This paper examines what the issues 
are and how we can improve our 
teaching of reinforced concrete 
design.

How can graduates get the training 
they need to design concrete 
structures properly in the 
workplace?

While technology and digital aids 
have made the concrete design of 
structures more efficient, it does not 
replace much of the detailed design 
information designers need to know 
to design reinforced concrete 
structures correctly. How do young 
designers know what information is 
available in the marketplace, and 
how do we bring all that together? 

There are many organisations, 
associations and suppliers that 
provide this information, but how do 
we bring it all together? 

Do we need a graduate course in 
concrete design, or how can we 
achieve good design that avoids 
failures and equip our young 
engineers with the right tools for 
future concrete design?    


